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who anſwers different Queſtions, in like Manner as 
the little learned Horſe. Page 7 


The Handkerchief marked, cut, tore and mended 11 
1 The Artificial Bird, finging at the Company's Command. 


, The Dancing Card. | 25 . 
The Card nailed to the Mall with a Pifto!-ſhor, 16 
1 burnt Card fund i in a N. atch, I} | 
„ The . of Money Put up in a a Bax, fron whence | ; 

it gets out without being touched. 21 | 


The Mriting . Snuff” Bor, ram whence 
it is taken out withaut being touched, and afterwards 1 
found in a Wax Candle, -. 322 "© 


, Three Penkutves being put into a Silver Cup, of 
which one Jumps upon the Ground at the Spectators 


cand. | 24 
19. The Dans of” the Egg. 0 25 
n. The Bird Dead and reſtored to Life. 26 | 


12. The 


— — — — —— — — — 


CS 1 
12. The Golden Head and Rings jumping and dancing 
a Glaſs, to anfiver di * Uueſtions. Page 


13. The Ring paſt upon a double Ribbond. | 
14. The Cards named with the Eyes Blindfold. 


I5. The Sympathetic Lamp. 
16. The little Huntſman. © 


17. The Ball thrown into the Manfion- Houſe wi 
three Doors, comes out of either at command. 


18. Theophr aſtus Paracelſus, ar the Pigeon killed wit 
a Piſtol-ſhot given to its Shade or Image. 3 


19. The Magic Neſe tech, bowing at the mord of commana 
3 
20. The Ring in the Piſtol, found afterwards i in the Bea 


Fa Dove, in a Box previouſly viſt ited and ſealed 1p [ 

33: 

1. The che, which atons of Wil. _. :M. 
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charged at any Perſon who dexterouſly receives the 
Ball on the Paint of a Knife or Sword. 43 
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The Author's Preface. 


HE cet Pleaſure we can enjoy, 
after having been amuſed with Objects 
at excite our Curioſity, is its Gratification. 


This powerful Motive induces me to offer 
Is little Work. to the Public, whole generous 
lpport has raiſed me to my preſent Station in 
fe: However, the Reader muſt not hope, 
at after having ſpent half an Hour in perul- 
g it, he will be able to do the Tricks as 
wertly, as Perſons who have acquired their 
ility from Practice of many Years. Nei— 
er muſt it be expected that I ſhall give here 
particular Deſcription of all the Pieces, that 
yy ſerve to excite Admiration, and produce 
oniſhment! 
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Details of this Nature, would make ug a 
gry voluminous Work, and the Cuts ne ce ſſary 
ſuch an Undertaking, would render it at 
ie lame Time very Expenſive.“ 


I purpoſe only to fatisfy the intelligent Rea- 
rs Curioſity, by ſhewing him all the Springs 


*The Author of this Book (Nr. AsTLEY) bas 
ken near ſeven Years writing and compiling his 
eral Practice of training the ilorte for different 
irpoſes, with Engravings, and has not yet com- 


ated half. 
put 


The 


4 
put into Motion, to amuſe and divert him. 

is more intereſting than any Perſon woul 
think, to unfold theſe little Myſteries : whe 
an unknown Cauſe produces ſtriking Effect 


the human Mind, naturally fond of the Mat 
vellous, often afcribe them to an imaginary ont 


If the Perſon whe operates or relates the 
wonderful Effects, be an eloquent Impoſto 
then, weak Minds may adapt pernicicus Pre 
judices, and fall into Errors and Extravaga 
cies that appear fabulous to reaſonable Being; 
1 could recite- feveral Examples, but 1 ſha 
content myſelf with ſaying, that I former] 
knew a Perl. n. who received every Week up 
wards of fifty Letters, in which Credulity an 
blind Stopichich, ſeriouſly marked, the preſen 
and future Events. J 


Finally, | am aware of thinking myſelf in 
capable of enlightening the Public, ſo far as t( 
diminiſh its Plcaſures, by g:ving a Diſguſt fo 
a Species of Eat: rtainment, in which the Impo 


fition of the Actor, and the Credulity of ht 


Spectator are cqually neceſſary, and of hic 
the Charm entirely, conſifts. 


Felix qui potuit rerum Cognoſci Cauſas. 


VIRG. GOR 


N ATURAl 


? 


im. 
woul 

* whe 

Effect 
e Mat 
ary ond 


es thel 
npoſto 
2u5 Pre 
avaga 
Bengt 
— ſha 
ormerl 
cek up 
lity an 

preſen 


yſelf in 
far as t( 
guſt fo 


e Impo 


* of ihe 


Ff whicl 


46% © OM . A yy e CJ CS 22 2 


tt e r b F. Won einig 16; 
NATURAL ue 
in . nick 180780 | SY, 
of b ie 0 Ws wh to in 

| | ts 1047 


PHYSICAL. "AMUSEMENTS 


* — 3 V. * A: 175 E. D. 
R 1 þ Eis. 2885 
24 210i 211 1 ach 91 2 1309 AN. 
E XK PERI M ENT the Firk." 
bos: ©1019 2d cf io 271} 2180.21 4 


re GRAND s br AN 


HI 8 Trick has Ivan long known and ex- 
& ;; hibited, at J{/gftpin/ter - Bridge, under che 
Name of Zhe-litze learned Turi It is an Antomaton 
Figure, of ahout:17:07, 18 Inches high, holding a 
little Hammer in bis Hand, with which he ſtrikes 
a ſmall. Bell.” At firſt he is taken off the Magical 
Table, or Pedeſtal, and preſented to the Company 
to ſhew that be'hal no Commuflication with any 
one: And being put again im is Place, the Con- 
jurer aſks him, if he will ſalute his Maſter? che 
little Turk anſwers negatively, by a- turm of his 
Head: A Moment after he is aſked” again, if he 
will ſalute the Company, to which he anſwers by 
11948 B | an 


_- 


\ 3 
8 * 


1 
1 


» 


$a - NA N MAM Cc: "5 
an affirmative How. ”” I Pack of Cards i is — 
ed to one of the rs, who js deſi to dra 
284 Wy N and ae 
without ſecing the Card, or approaching the Auto- 
maton, orders him to diſcover it, which he does by 
a Number of Strokes upon the Bell, in nearly the 
Sr penner ee Jae Jarne fc dooy with 
Then being aſked whether the Card 


3 is Hearts, Diamonds, Spades, or. Clubs; as 


the Shits are named he makes an native or 
negative Sign with his Head, and his Anſwers are 


„„ p55. — 


always conformable to the Truth. He indicates 
alſa the Poiut brought h a Caſt a unroggeil Dice, 
and he anticipates the Point to be produced by a 
ſecond ,T brow. . One of the Company having hid 
2 little Cn in a Box, divided into ſeveral Cells, 
he demonſtrates the Number of the Cells in-which 
the little Puppet is concealed; and to terminate 
this Trick in a Judicrous Manner, when he is aſxed 
ho is cke moſt A morbus ĩ of 2allithe® Company, he 
| generally: pitches upon ſbrne ſupermnnadted Peron, 
Bot nach Seen. =P yy and 9 


1 a He! 
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a be Magical Fable on chicheahe! lietle Turk 
1s: placed; is gene ral co redavith. Canvaſs, green 
Baize, ar a Carpet, that hidea thrae / ummare Traps, 
Condugtars: or Leavers, ſimilan to thoſs\ uſed in 
* theſe. Fraps, &c, work with, Wires, 
8 paſſing 


reſent- 
Jaan 
mjurer, 
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paſting through the Legs (which are; hollow) of 


the Table, to the Agent underneath the Stage, or 
any diſtant Place to favour the Experiment, x 
like Manner as Bells are n from one Chamber 


to another. 20 "4 34 ** 1 37; * 


The little Tes deing reh on > Pedeſtal, on the 
Inſide and Bottom of which are three Valves, which 
ate put if Motion by the Preffute of che Trap on 
the Valves, in the ſame Manner as ou would 


A 


Cauſe your” Watch euere . 5 


The firſt Valve moves the Head to an Da 
tive Sign, the ſecond a Negative, and the third 
to move the Arm, to ſtrike the Bell, to diſcover 
the Number of the Company preſent, the Num- 
ber of Spots on any Card, Number of Cards 
drawn, &c; &, The two Figures at St. Dunſtan's 
Church that ſtrike the Quarters, prove this no 
new Experiment; for they, and only they, furniſhed 
me with the Idea, which I put in general Practice, 
in Conjunction with my /itthe learned, or Cunjuring 
Horſe, in the Year 1765, at Viminſter-Bridge. 
Not long after, the Public muſt remember. I had 
the Misfortune to be taken by a Warrant, and 
all. my Servants, Horſe and Foot, ſent to Brigewell, 
and myſelf admitted to Bail. At the following 
general Afſhzes at Kingſton, I ſurrendered to take 
my Tryal, and the little learned Horſes and the little 


Res with the Magical or Mechanical Table, being 


Aa B 2 mentioned 
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mentioned by the Council, threw the whole Court 
into great good Humour; Mr. Howarth” and Mr. 
Lads (my Councit) declared I only borrowed the 
Idea from the Figures at St. Dunſtar's Church, 
and my Intentions appearing perfectly innocent, 
I was acquited of the ſuppoſed Crime of dealing 
with the Devil, However, the inviſible Agent, 
fully acquainted with the O perator, knows all his 
private Signals, as Ships of War, in an Engage- 
ment; the turn of his Body, right or left, the 
Diſpoſition of his right or left Hand, furniſhes 
| the inviſible' Agent with ſufficient Inffruction to 
put the Wire, and work the little Turk, conform- 
able to the Experiment then exhibiting, for he 
ways has a View of his Maſter through ſome 
ecture or other. As there are only from one 
to ten Spots; and four Suits, neceſſary to be ob- 
ſeryed to diſcover the Card appointed, the Number 
of Signals are but Fourteen: Any Perſon who 
has feen my little learned Horſe, the learned Mr. 
Breſlaw, te (ingenious. Mr, Pinetti, and many 
ether fagacious Performers, i is thoroughly acquainted 
with the Manner of forcing and ſlipping Cards, &c. 
to "Furniſh Matter - ſufficient for a Diſcovery, and 
thus deceive the Spectators: But ſhould any one 
require a "perſonal. Explanation, they may be 
Tarisfied | by Attending: at my Kg 22 805 
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EXPERIMENT the Second. 


The HANDKERCHIER MARKED, cor, Tos, 
- and m ENDE D. Wore 


. 


Two Perſons of "the Company. are delued to 


ep forwards on che Stage; a Handkerchief is 


given them, which they are to hold by the four 
Corners; ſeveral other Handkerchiefs are aſked 
from the Company, and as they are received, 
they are put within the Firſt, in order to make 
them a Bundle; when there are about a Dozen 
of them heaped: up together, the two I Perſons 
who hold the Bundle, cauſe one of them to be 
drawn at Random, by a third Spectator this laſt 
is defired to examine its Mark and Number, it any 
ſuch there be, and to cut off one of the Corners, 
with a Pair of Sciſſars; any one raay cut a Piece 
alſo; after that the Handkerchief is torn in Pieces: 
The Bits and Scraps being gathered together, on 
which are poured certain pretended Drugs or 
Liquors; all are folded and firmly bound with a 
Ribbond, in order to reduce them to a ſmall Parcel, 
then they are put under a Glaſs ; a few Moments 
after the Handkerchief is taken to be unfolded, 
and every Body acknowledges | the Mark, and 
the Spectators are ſurprized to ſee it has not 
received the leaſt Damage in the Operation. 


B 3 EXPLA- 
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„This Operation Which produces ſo general an 
ſitulica | is very Ample: One of the Company 
with whom the Juggler is acquainted, having two 
Handkerchiefs perfectly alike, having previouſly: de- 
poſited one of them in the Hands of the Compeer 
concealed; behind the Curtain, throws the other 
upon the Stage to perform the Trick with: The 
Operator takes Care to put this Handkerchief 
uppermoſt in making the Bundle, though he affects 
to mix them together promiſcuouſly ; the Perſon 
whom he deſires to draw one of the Handkerchiefs, 
takes naturally that which comes firſt to- Hand; he 
deſires to ſhake them again, on Pretence to em- 
belliſh the Operation : The Juggler having ſhaked 
them over again himſelf, to bring the right Hand- 
ketchief uppermoſt, deſires ſomebody leſs pene- 
trating, whoſe Mien denotes Simplicity, and who 
in putting his Hand into the Bundle, takes with- 
out Ceremony the firſt that preſents itſelf, When 
ihe Handkerchief is torn and carefully folded up, 
it is put under a Glaſs, on a Table placed near a 
Partition; in that Part of the Table on which it is 
depoſited,” is alittle Trap, which opens, and 
lets it fall into a Drawer; the Compeer hid behind 
the Curtain paſſes his Hand within the Table, 
opens the Trap, and ſubſtitutes a ſecond Hand- 
kerchict 


a oo os at ar 


j 


eral an 
mpany 
ng two 
ly de- 
»m peer 
other 
: The 
erchief 
affects 
Perſon 
chiefs, 
ind; he 
0 em- 
ſhaked 
Hand- 
pene- 
d who 
with- 
When 
Jed up, 
near a 
h it is 
, and 
behind 
Table, 
Hand- 
ter chief 


rares nnn REVEALED, 13 


which ſow ſo. exactly the Hole it cloſes, it ſeems 
one and the ſame Piece with the Surface of 
the Table, and deceives by this Means. the Eyes 
of the 15d ineredulous and nn . 


* [1 


* 


EXPERIMENT the Third. 


Tal Ai TiriciAL Bind, .SincinG at the 
Co AN L's Been. | 


This Bird perched: on a Bottle, ſings without 
any preliminary Exerciſe any Tune demanded of 
him, even compoſed upon the Spot, by the moſt 
conſummate Muſicians :- He - ſings equally as 
well when tranſported from one Bottle to another 
upon different Tables: The Wind iſſuing out 
of his Beak is ſtrong enough to extinguiſh a 
Candle, and to rekindle it; this may be done 
when he is even taken away from the Bottle and 
heid in 1 Hand. 


E X P/L {A'-N-- A:T IL. Q+N. 


Behind the Curtain, a Part of which covers the 
Partition, are two hollow metal Cones, theſe Cones 
which are unequal, ſerve the Compeer as a ſpeaking 
Trumpet, in the ſame Manner as the ſpeaking 


Figure lately exhibited in London. The Compeer 
imitating 


I NATUR NT MAT: er, 
imitating the Voice of à Bird, as the celebrated 
Rofſignol, and follows the Tunes which the Mu- 
ſicians play by Heart; or from 4 Muſic Book laid 
before them; if the Tune + propoſed ſhould be 
too difficult for the Muficians and the Compeer 
to execute, without previous Exerciſe, the Compa- 
ny is informed that to render che. Frick more 
ſurprizing, the Bird will begin, by ſinging ſome 
Tune well known, from which it will, paſs ſudden- 
ly to the Tune in Queſtion : This is done to gain 
Time; ſome of the Muſicians avail themſelves of the 
Interval, by obſerving more particularly the Muſic, 
and the Compeer makes uſe of the two different 
Echoes, to convey his Voice to two different 
Points, according to the Table and Bottle on 
which the Bird ſtands. The Bird contains 
in its Belly a little double Pair of Bellows, like 
thoſe of a Setenatta, and between its Feet is a 


moveable Pin which works the Bellows; this 


Pin in entering the Nack of the Bottle, leans on 
a Piece of Wood, which cannot be perceived, from 
the Bottle's Opacity : "This Piece laying vertically 
on the moveable Bottom of the Bottle, can eaſily 
meve the Bellows, and be made to move by the 
Ehgines | placed under the Carpet, when the 
Compeer draws the Wire concealed in the 


Feet of the Table; by this Means the Bellows 


are moved to extinguiſh the Candle, and to con- 
vince the Spectators that the Voice is really form- 
| ed 
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ed in tke Birds Throat, by the, Wind that iſſues 
forth from his Beak. When the Conjurer takes 
the Bird in his: Hand, he works the Bellows 


ebrated 
e Mu- 
ok laid 


ald be WF bimfelf with his Thumb, and the Wind extinguiſh- 
22% ind ing the Candle, perſuades » the Company that 
ompa- the Bird ſings, independent of the Machine con- 
more cealed in the Table and behind the Partition: The 
Lo Candle being but juſt extinguiſhed, and the Wick 
udden- 


ſtill hot, cannot poſſibly approach the Bird's Beak 
without being illuminated; for Care is taken to 
put a little Flower of Brimſtone in it, which pro- 
duces the Effects of a Match. | 
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EXPERIMENT the Fourth. 
The DANCING CARD. | 


One of the Company is deſired to draw a Card, 9 
which the Conjurer ſhuffles again with the Others, +9 
and then orders it to appear upon the Wall; the +Þ 
Card, inſtantly obeys, then advancing by Degrees, 


rtically WF and according to Orders, it aſcends in a ſtraight 
| eaſily Line, from right, to left; it diſappears on the Top 
by ” of the Wall; and a Moment after it appears again, 
n the 


and continues to Dance upon an horizontal F 
Lie, Ke. Kee. 85 "SAR 
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This Tticl:ia 0 amps, that I Lowld "Sp diſ 
penſed with ſpeaking of it; it conſiſts in the firſt 


Place, in obtaining a forced Card drawn, which 


is eaſily known by the Card being larger than 
the reſt; after having ſhuffled it with the Others, 
it is taken out of the Pack, the better to impoſe 
upon the Company: The Inſtant it is ordered 
to appear on the Wall, the Compcer or inviſible 
Agent very expertly draws a Thread, at the End 
of which is faſtened a ſimilar Card, which comes 
out from behind a Glaſs; another "Thread drawn 
very tight; on Which it ſlides, by the Means of 
ſome very ſmall filk Rings faſtened, running there- 
en, preferibes its Motion and Progreſs. 

Si parva hiet componere Magnis. 


EXPER IM ENT. the Fifth. 


The Cats KATLES ts che ir with a 
ö Prsror-s uon. | 


The Conjurgr: obtains, Card dran, and re- 
queſts the Perſon. who has chaſen it, to tear off 
one of its Corners, and to obſerve it well to know 
it again; he takes the Card thus torn and tears 
it all to Pieces, burns it, and reduces it to Aſhes; 
He then gets a Piſtol loaded with Powder, mixed 

e | "x 
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and confounded with the ſaid Aſhes, and inſtead 


of a leaden Ball, a Nail, marked by one of the 


Company, is put into the Barrel; then the Pack 


of Cards is thrown up into the Air, the Piſtol 


is fired, and the burnt Card is found nailed againſt 
the Wall, the Piece torn from. it is then produced, 
and found to fit exactly the Place from hence 


it was torn, and the Nail is acknowledged to be 


the ſame, by the Peron: who market it. 
3 L A N A 2 3 1 O N. 


A Corner of the choſen Card being torn, the 
Conjurer ſteps into his. Cloſet, takes a ſimilar 
Card and tears a Corner of it exactly in the ſame 
Manner; returning on the Stage, he aſks for the 
choſen Card, places it ſubtily under the Pack, 


and expertly ſubſtitutes that which he has pre- 


pared, in order to burn it in its ſtead; he then 
lays hold of the Piſtol for the firſt Time, under 
Pretence of ſhewing how .it ſhould be cocked, 
fired, and handled; one of the Company is 1. — 
deſired to load che Piſtol with ſome Powder and 
Paper; he ſeizes this Interval to convey the Card 
to his inviſible Agent, who ſpeedily nails it upon 
a ſquare Piece of Board, which ſerves to ſhut 
up hermetically a Hole made in the Partition and 
the Hangings, but which is inviſible, being cover- 
ed with a Piece of the ſame; by this Means the 


Card nailed to the Wall or Partition does not yet 


appear; 
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appear; the Piece of Tapeſtry with which it is 
covered is ſlightly faſtened on one Side with two 
Pins, and on the other to a Thread, the looſe End 
of which the Compeer holds in his Hand: As 
ſoon as this laſt hears the Piſtol fired, he draws 
the Thread, and rapidly tranſports the Piece of 
Tapeſtry behind the Glaſs the Card conſequently 
appears, and as it is the ſame that had been 


marked with the Nail juſt put into the Piſtol, it 


is no Wonder that this Trick, fo difficult to ac- 
count for, obtains the Applauſe of a numerous 
Aſſembly : It depends intirely on firſt loading the 
Piſtol with . Powder, after which a Tin Tube is 
covered on the Charge of Powder, the Card and 
Nail baiag rammed down in the Ein Tube; the 
Piſtol being inverted, the Tube and its Contents 
fall into the Conjurer's Hand to convey. to his 
inviſible Agent. 7: te 148614: % bac amt i) 


N. B. If any one would ſuſpe& that the "Nail 
in the Piſtol has been juggled; his Suſpicion is is pro- 
teſted againſt, and he is deſired to come again the 
next Day to be convinced of bis Error; then he 
is preſented with a Piſtol which is taken to Pieces, 
to thew him that there is not the leaſt Preparation. 
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EXPERIMENT the Sixth. 


The Bux NT CARD SHUT UP IN A WATCH, 


Here the Conjurer preſents the Company with 


of a Pack of Cards, and gets one of them drawn at | 
ly MW Random; he borrows three Watches, which one 
een of the Spectators is deſired to fold up in three 
it different Pieces of Paper; they are then laid on 
ac- a Table and covered with a Napkin ; the choſen 


ous W Card is burnt, and its Aſhes are put into a Box ; 
the W thortly after the Box is opened, but the Afhes 
E are gone: the three Watches are laid on a Plate, 
and and one of the Company is deſired to chooſe one 
the of them and open it, in which he finds under the 2 
nts Glaſs a Piece of the burnt Card, and under the 05 
his Watch-Caſe, a ſmall Card, repreſenting in Mi- 
„ _ that reduced t to Aſhes. 


Jail EXPLANATION. 


the The choſen Card is known directly by the 
he Diſpoſition. of the Pack mentioned in the firſt 
ces, Experiment; the Watches well enveloped in Paper, 
uo are laid on the little Trap ſpoken of in the ſecond / 
Experiment: as ſoon as the Compeer is acquaint- 
ed with the Card drawn, he ſtretches out his Arm 
under the Table and takes one of the Watches, 
in which he depoſits the Ln deſtined to be pro- 
C duced 


PE- 
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duced before the Company: the Watches ſhould 
be covered with a Napkin, ſuſtained by ſeveral 
Bottles, or ſomething ſimilar, otherwiſe the Com- 
peer's Hand would be perceived moving the Nap- 
kin. The three Watches are preſented to a 
By-Stander upon a Plate, with Care to turn 
next to him that which contains the Card in 
Miniature, and which is marked by having a little 
of its Corner torn : If the Perſon ſhould be cun- 
ing, and waggiſhly affects to take the Watch next 
to him, he is deſired to mix and confound them 
well together, under the Pretence of embelliſh- 
ing the Trick, and the Stratagem ſpoken of in 
Experiment the Second, is put in Execution, 
The Method of cauſing the Aſhes of a burnt Card 
to diſappear in a Box, conſiſts in depoſiting a bit 
of Wood or Paſteboard within the Lid, which 
fills it exactly in Length and Breadth, and which 
nevertheleſs is looſe enough to fall down into the 
Bottom of the Box when it is ſhut; the Piece 
of Wood or Paſteboard being of the ſame Colour 
as the Inſide of the Box, forms a double Bottom, 
hides the Aſhes from the Eyes of the dazzled 
Spectator, who in the ſame Moment is induced to 
think that the Aſhes are taken out in order to 
be combined anew, to produce the Card in Mi- 
nature, which is found in the Watch. 


EXPE» 


PE» 
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EXPERIMENT the Seventh. 


The Piece of Money ſhut up in a Box, from whence 
it eſcapes without its being touched. 


One of the Company is intreated to hold a Box, 
into which a Piece of Money or a Ring is depo- 
ſited in his Preſence; the Conjurer withdraws from 
the Perſon, and begs ef him to ſhake the Box a 
little, when the Piece is conſequently heard to 
rattle within. At the third Shake it is ſtill heard, 
but at the fourth, it is no more in the Box, for it 
is found in the Shoe of one of the Company. 


EX PLAN ATI © N. 


Every Conjurer carries a Quantity of theſe Boxes 
about for Sale; that which cauſed ſo much Admi- 
ration in London, differs from the others only in 
being a little better made, and belonging to a 


Man who knows how to embelliſh his Tricks by 


all Sorts of favourable Circumſtances. This Box 
is made fo, that in ſhaking it ſoftly up and down, 
you hear the Piece it contains—but in ſhaking it 
ſtrongly in an horizontal Direction, a little Spring 
falls upon the Piece, and hinders it from ſounding, 


which excites the Opinion of its being no more- 


therein, He who does the Trick, then touches 


the Box, on Pretence of ſhewing how it ſhould be 
| | C 2 ſhaken ; 
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ſhaken; and though it be locked, the Piece drops 
into your Hand, through a little Chink, which 
opens ſecretly. He leaves the Box with the ſame 
Perſon, and cauſes the Company to imagine the 
Piece is ſtill in the Box, or it is not, according to 


the Manner in which it is ſhaken. In fine, he 
cauſes the Piece to be found in the Shoe of a 
Perſon who is, or is not, in Correſpondence with 
him, and has furniſhed him with a ſimilar Piece; 
or by ſending ſome Perſon to flip it dexterouſly 
In this laſt Caſe it is found on 
the Ground only, and the Perſon is made to be- 
lieve that he let it fall in taking off his Shoe, 


cover the Floor. 


EXPERIMENT the Eighth. 


The Writing concealed in a Snuff Box, from whence 
It ij taken out, without touching the Bex, and found 
in a Wax Canale. 


Ide Conjurer borrows a Snuff Box from one of 
the Company, who he deſires to write a Phraſe of 
his own Choice, on a little Piece of Paper. This 
Writing is put into the Box; another Perſon ſoon 
after takes it out, reduced to Afhes, and at laſt, it 
is cauſed to be found in a Wax Candle, at the 
Choice of one of the Spectators. 


EXPLA- 
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E iA N A TI On: 


The Box borrowed ſhould be neither Gold, 
Silver, nor hinged. A plain round Box of Paſte- 
board will ſuffice, of which the inſide is blackiſh, and 
whoſe Lid may be taken off, While the Spectator 
writes the Phraſe, the Lid is conveyed away into 
the adjacent Cloſet, It is quickly placed there 


upon a Sheet of Lead, which is cut round with a 


Pair of Sciſſars, to make a double Bottom ſimilar 
to that ſpecified in the ſixth Experiment. It is 
put into the Lid with a little Picee of Paper, folded 
up in four, hid underneath it. The Conjurer re- 
turns on the Theatre, and gets the written Paper 
folded up, in the fame Manner as that concealed 
in the Lid. The Spectator is deſired to put his 
Writing in the Snuff Box; then it is covered, and 
the double Bottom, which the Lid contains, falls 
into the Box, hides the Writing, and leaves viſible 
only the other Paper. In taking this Paper, in or- 
der to burn it, the Spectator is duped, for he inno- 
cently leaves his Writing in the Box. Then he 
is deſired to put this falſe Paper into a Tin Shovel, 
and to preſent it to the Flames, in order to burn 
it, and to hold it at a certain Diſtance to heat 
fllowly. This laſt Circumſtance is only a Pretence 
to gain Time, while the Conjurer carries the Box 
and the Writing to his Cloſet: he has there a 

C 3 Wax 
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Wax Candle prepared, of which one end, like 
thoſe of Church Tapers, is pierced with an Iron 
of a conic Form. It is in this hollow Cone he 
puts haſtily the Writing in Queſtion, and fills up 
the Aperture with ſome warm Wax, the better to 
incorporate with the Candle. He mixes and con- 
founds this Candle with ſeveral others, and cauſes 
it to be choſen preferably, by Means of the Stra- 
tagem mentioned in the ſecond Experiment. 


The ſame Means are employed to produce the 
Writing in an Orange, a Guinea in a Caſket, or 
a Lemon, &c. &c, 


EXPERIMENT the Ninth. 


Three Pen Knives having been put into a Silver Cup, 


„ of which jumps out at the Command of any of 
the Speftators. | 


Three Pen Knives are borrowed from different 
Perſons of the Company; they are put into a Cup 
which ſtands upon a Table; it is ſhewn that the 
Table has no Communication with the Cup, and 
that this laſt contains no Kind of Preparation; 
nevertheleſs, one of the Knives, at any one of the 
Spectator's Deſire, jumps upon the Ground, and 
the other two remain Motionleſs. 


EXPLA- 
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EXPLANATION. 


When the Cup is laid upon the Table, a Half 
up I} Crown Piece is ſlipt into the Bottom of it, faſtened 


© in the Middle to a ſmall black Silk Thread. This 
N- Thread mounts perpendicularly to the Ceiling, and 
ſes | goes to join the Hand of the Compeer, who 
ra- 


draws the Thread upon a Moment's Notice, and 
dexterouſly makes that Pen Knife jump out of the 
the Middle, which was the only one placed on the 
or Half Crown Piece; the others fall immediately to 

the Bottom of the Cup. | 


EXPERIMENT the Tenth. 
The DANCE ff te EGG. 


Three Eggs are carried upon the Stage; two 
are laid upon the Table; the third is put into a 
Hat. A little Cane, or a Switch, borrowed from 


rent Fone of the Company, which is ſhewn, not to have 
Cup Breen in any Manner prepared, is laid acroſs the 
t the Hat; at the ſame Inſtant the Hat falls down upon 
ö and mme Ground, the Egg adheres faſt to the Cane, as 
tion; Gif it were glued to it; then the Muſic begins to 
the play, and the Egg, as if ſenſible of the Harmony, 
„ and ips in turning from one End of the Cane to 


the other, and continues to move till the Muſic 


Penaſes. | 
PL As EXPLA- 
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The Egg is faſtened to a Thread, with a little 
Peg, put in lengthways, and which leans tranſverſly 
upon the inſide Surface of the Shell, The Hole 
made to introduce the Peg, is ſtopt up with a little 
white Wax. The other End of the Thread is 
faſtened to the Conjurer's Cheſt of his Body, with 
a Pin bent in the Form of a Hook; the Cane 
paſſing underneath the Thread, very near the Egg, 
ſerves; to ſupport it. As ſoon as the Muſie begins 
the Conjurer puſhes the Cane from left to right, or 
from right to left, and moves his Body unperceiv- 
ed, and at firſt Sight the Egg ſeems to run along 
the Cane, without any viſible Aſſiſtance; but this 
is only a Deluſion of the Sight, for it is conſtantly 
faſtened to the Thread; its Centre of Gravity re- 
mains always at the ſame Diſtance from the Hook 
which retains it; it is the Cane, which in ſliding 
preſents, ſucceſſively, its different Points to the 
Surface of the Egg, as it moyes or dances, 


EXPERIMENT the Eleventh. 


Of the BixD's DEATH, and RESURRECTION. 


The Egg choſen out of the three, to dance on 


the Cane, being broken, but preſently changed by 
the Conjurer to the real Egg, to ſhew that it had 
not been previouſly prepared, the two others left 
upon the Table, are taken up; one of which is 

choſen 
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choſen by a Spectator, and, in breaking out flies 
a living Canary Bird. A Lady of the Company 
is deſired to take the Bird into her Hand, and ſoon 
after it is found to be dead. Then it is taken 
from her, and laid under a Glaſs upon a Table; 
ſome Minutes after the Glaſs is taken off, and the 


Bird flies away. 


EXP DL ANATT-T VI; 


Two Eggs are emptied, and the half of the 
Shells are taken and adjuſted together with two 
little Strips of Paper, glued in the Form of a Zone, 
or an Equator, Being thus prepared, they repre- 
ſent an Egg, and can contain a little living Canary 
Bird, provided a little Hole be made in it with a 
Pin, to permit its free Refpiratian. 


The Inftant this Bird is delivered into the 
Hands of a Perſon who condeſcends to hold it, 
the Conjurer ſtifles it by a hard Squeeze between 
his Finger and Thumb, It is then put under a 
Glaſs, upon the Trap before-mentioned, in the firft 
Experiment, that the Compeer may place a living 
one in its Stead, | 


— — RO RR. 83 


os 
[ By 
"7% 
b 
N 
57 
- 
1 
71 
_ 
* 
* 
1 


28 NATURAL MAGIC: or, 


EXPERIMENT the Twelfth. 


The Gol DEN HEAD on three Rings, Dancing and 
Jumping in a. Glaſs, to anſwer different Queſtions. 


To ſhew that this Head is deſolate and void of 
Communication, ſeveral Crown Pieces are placed 
in the Bottom of a Glaſs, covered with a cloſe Lid, 
which notwithſtanding, does not hinder this Head, 
deſcribed to be of maſſy Gold, to jump into the 


Glaſs, to anſwer many Queſtions propoſed, At 
the ſame Time a Bunch of Rings, ſeen in another 
Glaſs at a little Diſtance, perform the ſame Mo- 


—_ as we be 


EXPLANATION. 


A ſecond Head is put in the Place of the Firſt 
ſhewn to the Company, and taken off the Table 
on which the Operation is to be made: This 
ſecond Head is faſtened to a Silk Thread, which, 
paſſing through the Jable, reaches under the Stage 
to join the Compeer, who dances either the Rings, 
or Head at Pleaſure, in order to correſpond pro- 
perly with the Conjurer; and the Rings jump in like 
Manner at Pleaſure. 


EXPE- 
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EXPERIMENT' the Thirteenth. 


The RinGs paſſed on a pouBLE RienoxD. 


In a great Number of Rings furniſhed by the 
Company, two Ribbonds are introduced, of which 
the Ends are given to two Couple of the Spectators 
to hold ; ſoon after, without hurting the Rib- 
bonds, and without taking off the Rings over 
either of the Ends, they are looſed from the Rib- 
bonds, and returned to their Owners. 

Theſe Strings or Ribbonds, with the Balls, or 
Beads, are fold at moſt Toy-Shops in London, as 
well as many other Commodities for ſuch Kind 
of Experiments. | 


EXPLANATION. 


Ozamon, about a Century ſince, publiſhed, in 
his Mathematical Recreations, the Manner of 
doing this Trick ; it is known by all Conjurers by 
the Name of My Grandmother's Beads, from their 
uſing little Balls inſtead of Rings: To perform 
this Trick with Succeſs, firſt double one. of the 
Ribbonds, ſo that the two Ends of it touch one 
another; do the ſame with the Second, and then 
faſten them both together, with a I hread of the 
ſame Colour round their Middle: This being 
previouſly prepared, when you are going to perform 

the 
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the Trick, give one of the SpeCtators the two 
Ends of the firſt Ribbond to hold, and thoſe of 
the Second to another, by this Means their Eyes 
are deceived; each thinking he holds in his Hand 
the Extremities of two different Ribbonds, but it 1s 


quite otherwiſe ; for if in this Poſition they were to 
pull hard enough to break the "Thread, the Rib- 
bonds would conſequently ſeparate, and the Rings 
fall upon the Ground : But to avoid this Accident, 
and to finiſh the Trick with Succeſs, you muſt 
beg of them to approach one another, and afk 
each of them to give one of the Ends they hold; 
involve them together ſo as to make a Kot, and 
render to each, that which the other held before; 
by this Means each of them then hold the Extre- 
mities of two different Ribbonds : Soon after the 
Cheat 'can no longer be perceived, the Rings 
which have never been paſſed on both Ribbonds 
are taken off much more eaſily when the Thread 
is broken, and the Spectator who thought them 
really - paſted on both, is ſurprized to ſee them 
diſengaged. 


EXPERIMENT the Fourteenth. 
The CaRDs named, diſcovered with the Eyes blinded, 


A Pack of Cards are cauſed to be drawn upon 
the Stage by ſomebody in one of the firſt Boxes: A 
ont Woman 


PuysSICAL AMUSEMENTS REVEALED. JI 
Woman arriving in the Amphitheatre, or on the 
Stage, at the ſame Inſtant, ' names all the Cards 
juſt drawn, without making the leaſt Miſtake 


with regard to their Colour, Number, &c, 


EXPLANATION. 


The Cards are diſpoſed as we. obſerved in the 
firſt Experiment. The Conjurer having, un- 
noticed, obſerved the Card drawn, he informs 
his Wife, or Agent, even at the very Inſtant 
he promiſes he will take particular Care he or 
ſhe ſhall know nothing about it: he ſays he will 
not ſpeak a Word, while his Wife names the 
Cards, and that the Perſon who holds them ſhall 
be - confined to ſhew them to the Company, by 
ſaying this. is ſuch or ſuch a Card, &c. It is in 
this laſt Phraſe he names the Card, which is un- 
derneath ; his Wife, who hears him, and who 
knows by Heart the Diſpoſition of the Pack, names 
the Cards which follow it; that is to ſay, for In- 
ſtance, if the is given to underſtand that the 19th 
is underneath, ſhe names the 10th, the 15th, &c. 
Having mentioned the whole Pack, her Huſband, 
who, during this Time, never ſpeaks a Word, re- 
ſumes the Uſe of his Speech, and begs of the Per- | 
lon who had choſen them, to aſk what are the 


D others 
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others that remain un- named; the Wife is inform- 
ed by this Queſtion, that there is not one remain- 
ing, and anſwers accordingly. 


EXPERIMENT the Fifteenth. 


The SYMATHETIC LAmP. 


This Lamp is put upon a Table ; the Conjurer 
gives a Signal to the Compeer to blow in a Pipe, 
without directing the Wind to the Place where 
it is laid, and nevertheleſs it extinguiſhes it imme- 
diately, as if ſome Perſon had blown it out. 


S AT L-ANATION, 


The Candleſtick which bears the Lamp, con- 
tains a Pair of Bellows in its Baſis, by which the 
Wind is conveyed ſtraight to the Flame through a 
little Pipe. The Compeer, under the Stage, or 
behind the Curtain, in moving the Machinery, 
concealed under the Table, makes the Bellows 
blow to extinguiſh the Lamp in the Moment 


deſired, 
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EXPERIMENT the Sixteenth, 


The LirTLE HUNTSMAN. 


It is a little Image about the Size of the little 
Turk, mentioned in the firſt Exp. It holds 
a Bow in its Hand, with an Arrow, which is ſhot 
the very Inſtant the Company thinks proper, and 
ſtrikes a Paſteboard marked and placed on the Top 
of a Column. 'This Paſteboard is divided into 
ſeveral Circles, which are numbered, and the Ar- 
row always enters a Number previouſly choſen by 
one of the Spectators. 


EXPLANATION. 


The Action of the Spring » which puſhes the 
Arrow is retained for a Moment, by a Pin, which 
the Compeer takes off at Pleaſure, in moving the 
Machinery, concealed in the Table. When this 


Pin is puſhed, the Shaft flies rapidly towards the 


Paſteboard, as the Cock of the Piſtol falls upon 
the Hammer when one draws the Trigger. 


In laying the Automaton on the Table, it muſt | 


be placed ſo, that the Arrow points exactly at one 
of the numbered Circles, which will be the eaſier 


done, the leſs this is diſtant from the Mark. To 
cauſe the Number to which the Dart is pointed 
D 2 to 
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to be choſen, forced Cards muſt be preſented to 
one of the Spectators, who muſt, according to 
Art, chooſe the Number in Queſtion. This de- 
pends upon a particular Addreſs of the Conjurer, 
very difficult to be deſcribed by Words. How- 
ever it may be ſaid in general to conſiſt, Firſt, 
In putting the Card pitched upon under the Pack ; 
Secondly, On keeping it always in the ſame Place, 
though one ſhuffles, or ſeems to ſhuMe the Cards, 


to make People think that neither of the Cards 


has been ſeen. Thirdly, To paſs this Card into 
the Middle of the Pack, the very Inſtant it is 
pteſented. Fourthly, On making ſeveral Cards 
paſs before the SpeRator's Hand, to cauſe him to 
think he may chooſe either of them indifferently. 
Fiſthly, in making theſe Cards paſs rapidly, that 
he may not have Time to take any other. In 
fine, i in ſlipping dexterouſly the Card intended into 
his Hand, intreating him at the ſame Time very 
civilly, in order to deceive him, to take which he 
pleaſes; for it requires no ſmall Share of Impudence 


to perform Experiments of this Kind, 
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EXPERIMENT the Seventeenth. 


The Ball thrown into the little three doored Houſe, 
and iſſuing from either at Command, 


EXPLANATION. 


An inclined Pipe, in which the Ball rolls down- 
wards, has in its lower Part, at different Heighths, 
two Holes, which are ſhut by Valves opened by 
the Compeer's playing the Machinery under the 
Stage. Theſe two Holes, from the opening and 
extremity of two other Pipes, which reach the one 


to the Right, the other to the Left, to two differ- 


ent Doors; the firſt Pipe reaches to. the middle 
Door. If it be deſired that the Ball ſhould iſſue 
from the right Hand Door, the Compeer plays the 
Machinery to open the firſt Valve which the Ball 
meets in coming down. This Valve being open, 
the Ball naturally falls into the ſecond Tube, which 
conveys it to the right Hand Door. 


If it be defired that the Ball ſhould paſs at the 
left Hand Door, the Compeer, by Means of another 


Piece of Machinery, opens the ſecond Valve, and 


the Ball paſſing over the firſt, which is fhut, ne- 
ceſlarily falls into the third Tube, which conveys 
it to the Door. demanded. In ſhort, if it be deſired 


D 3 that 
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that the Ball ſhould come out at the middle Door, 
the Compeer has nothing to do; becauſe the Ball 
runs directly to it, in following the firſt Tube, 
without falling into either of the two others. 


EXPERIMENT the Eighteenth. 


TrroPHRASTUS PARACELSUS; er, The Pigeon 
killed, by the Thruſt of a Sword, given to its 
Shade or Image. 


The Name of Theophra/tus Paracelſus, is given 
to this Trick, becauſe it is pretended that a Man 
ſo called killed his Brother, by ſtabbing his Picture 
with a Dagger. This Anecdote, which undoubt- 
edly is not related by cotemporary Hiſtorians, nor 
by Eye Witneſſes, ſhould be conſidered without 
Doubt, as Apocryphal. However, the Trick in 
Queſtion conſiſts in faſtening a Pigeon by the 
Neck to a double Ribbond, drawn very tight, and 
ſuſtained by two Columns ; and in cutting off the 
Animal's Head, without touching it, in the very 
Inſtant the Sword is thruſt at, or drawn againſt 
the Shadow of the Bird, 


EXPLANATION. 


The two double Ribbonds to which the Pigeon is 


faſtened, conceal a very ſharp little Steel Blade, 
8 bent 
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bent in the Form of a Sickle. This Blade is 
faſtened to a Silk String; which, paſſing between 
the two Ribbonds, and through one of the Co- 
lumns, reaches the Hands of the Compeer, under - 
neath the Stage. The Pigeon's Neck ſhould be 
controuled by a kind of a Silken Ring, to hinder 
it from advancing or retreating. He who per- 
forms the Trick, draws his Sword upon the Bird's 
Shadow, and at this Inſtant giving a hard Stamp 
with his Foot, as a Signal for the Compeer to 
draw the String, cauſes the Sickle, which em- 
braces the Pigeon's Neck, to cut off its Head. 


EXPERIMENT the Nineteenth. 
The Macic Noszo Av, blowing at the Mord of 


Command, 


The Branches of this Noſegay may be made of 
rolled Paper, of Tin, or any other Matter what- 
ever, provided they be hollow or empty. They 
muſt, in the firſt Place, be pierced in ſeveral Places, 
in Order to apply to them little Maſſes of Wax, 
repreſenting Flowers and Fruits, Secondly, this 
Wax muſt be enveloped with ſome gummed 
Taftety, or a very thin Gold Beater's Skin. 


Thirdly, theſe Envelopings muſt be quickly glued 


to 
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to the Branches, ſo as to ſeem a Part of them, or 
at leaſt a Prolongation. Fourthly, the Colours of 
the Flowers and Fruits they repreſent, muſt be 
given tnem. Fifthly, the Wax muſt be heated, 


till it melts, and runs down the Branches, and 
Handle of the Noſegay. 


After this Preparation, if you pump the Air 
through the Stem of the Noſegay, the Envelopings 
will of Courſe contract themſelves, ſo as to appear 
withered, &c. and as you blow the Wind pene- 
trating into the Ramifications of the Branches, 
the Envelopings, like little æroſtatical Balloons, 
dilate themſelves ſo as to reſume their primitive 
and blowing Appearance. 


To perform this Trick you muſt begin by 
twiſting and preſſing lightly all theſe Envelopings, 
and render them almoſt inviſible, by making them 
to enter into the Branches of the Noſegay : then 
the Noſegay muſt be placed in a Kind of a Bottle, 
containing a little Pair of Bellows, and of which 
the moveable Bottom being put in Motion, by the 
Machinery in the Table, may ſwell the Envelop- 
ings at the Moment required, 


EXPE- 


,XPE- 
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EXPERIMENT the Twentieth. 


The Ring in a Piſtol, found afterwards in the Beal. 
of a Turtle Dove, in a Box previouſly viſited, and 
fealed Ups 


One of the Company is deſired to put his Ring 
into a Piſtol, loaded by one of the Spectators, An 
empty Box is ſhewn to the Company, which is 
cauſed to be ſhut by a third Perſon, who faſtens it 
with a Ribbond, which he ſeals with his own 
Arms. Then this Box is put upon a Table, of 
which the Company never loſes Sight; neverthe- 
leſs, after having fired the Piſtol, on opening the 
Box, this ſame Ring is diſcovered in the Beak of 
a Dove. 


EA LAN A T-1:0. Ne 


On*Pretence to ſhew how to handle the Piſtol, 
the Conjurer lays hold of it, and dexterouſty with- 
draws the Ring, in the fame Manner he did the 
Nail ſpoken of in the fifth Experiment. It is carried 
to the Compeer, who puts it directly in the Beak 
of a tame Dove; he then extends his Arm to the 
Inſide of the Table, placed near the Partition, in 
order to open the Trap, mentioned in the Second 
Experiment, and puts the Bird into the Box, of 

| which 
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which the Bottom opens ſecretly. The ſealed 
Ribbond which ſurrounds the Box, cannot hinder 
it from opening, becauſe it is done only by one 
half of the Bottom opening inſide inſtead of out- 
ſide; and great Care is before taken not to make 
a ſecond turn with the Ribbond, which croſſing 
the firſt, would oppoſe the Introduction of the 


Dove. 


We ſhall not mention here the Means for mak- 
ing ſuch a Box, for it would not only require a 
long Diſcourſe to explain, ſince there is not a 
Joiner, Eboniſt, or Cabinet Maker, of any Intel- 
lizence, who does not invent, or know, ſeveral Se- 
crets of this Kind, Thoſe who are deſirous to 
perform the Experiment, may canſult or ſee my 
Apparatus at Heſiminſter-Bridge. 


EXPERIMENT the Twenty-firſt, 
The Ceffer that opens at Pleaſure, 


EXP LANA TT. ON. 


This Coffer contains a Puppet, whoſe Carcaſe 
forms a Kind of a Pudding Spring, f. e. a Wire 
wound up in a ſpiral Form; thus the little Image, 
though higher than the Coffer, may ſtand upright 
therein, when it is ſuut; as its Body is contracted 

by 


cl 
of 
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by Preſſure. The Coffer leans upon the Machi- 
nery, which has a Communication with the Bolt 
of the Lock, and the Centre of the Table. When 
the Bolt is diſengaged from the Staple, the above 
Spring finding no other Reſiſtance than the 
Weight of the Lid, forces it eaſily to riſe. This 


the inviſible Agent can always perform in Concert 
with the Conjurer. 


EXPERIMENT the Twenty-ſecond. 


The Card ſpringing up into the Air, from the Pack, 
without being touched, | 


One of the Cards is drawn, which is afterwards 
put in, and ſhuffled with the reſt of the Pack ; then 
the Pack is put into a kind of a ſquare Spoon, 
placed upright upon a Bottle, which ſerves it as a 


Pedeſtal, and at the Company's pleaſure the Card 
inſtantly flies up into the Air, 


EXPLANATION. 


In the firſt Place, a forced Card muſt be choſen, 
in.the Manner deſcribed Exp. the Sixteenth; then 
the Pack muſt be placed in the Spoon, ſo that the 
choſen Card may lean on a Pin, bent in the Form 
of a Hook ; this Pin is faſtened to a Thread, and 
n — the Pack, leans upon the upper 

End 
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End of the Spoon; then it deſcends under the Stage, 
through the Table: In this Diſpoſition, the Com- 


peer cannot pull the Thread, without draging along 
with it the Hook and Card, which cauſes it to be 
perceived as flying in the Air: The Thread 
ſlides upon the blunt Edge of the Spoon as eaſily 
as if it run in a Pully. 


In order to place the Cards in the Spoon quick 
enough, that the Spectators may perceive no Pre- 
paration, care muſt be taken that another Pack 
is preſented dexterouſly on the Table: The choſen 
Card in the other, with the Hook and Thread, 
muſt be previouſly prepared as above deſcribed. 


EXPERIMENT the Twenty-third. 
The WarTcu POUNDED in a MoRTAR. 


A Watch is borrowed from one of the Com- 
pany, which is immediately put into a Mortar: 
Some Moments after, another Perſon is deſired to 


break it, the Wheels, the Fuſee, the Spring, and 
the Barrel -are-\hewn crufhed and fractured: Einal- 
ly, in a few Minutes after, the Watch is returned 


to the Lender uninjured, nn it to 
de his -OWn. 


EXPLA- 


-— # 2 | 
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EXPLANATIO N. 


In order to ſucceed, and produce an Illuſion in 
doing this Trick, care muſt be taken to put into 
the Mortar a ſecond Watch, whoſe Hands, Chain 
and Trinkets, reſemble in ſome Meaſure thoſe of 
the Firſt, which is not very difficult ; becauſe we 
may be acquainted with the Perſon who lends the 
Watch, or addreſs ourſelves to a Perſon, whoſe 
Watch we have had an Opportunity elſewhere 
to examine. 


After having replaced the fractured Watch in 
the Mortar, the Company muſt be amuſed an 
Inſtant with a new Trick, while all the Pieces are 
gathered out of the Mortar, and the firſt Watch 
placed in their Room, | 


EXPERIMENT the Twenty-fourth. 


A Piftol loaded with Powder and Ball, and diſcharged 
at any Perſon, who dextereuſly receives the Ball on 
the Point of a Knife, 


The Conjurer preſents one of the Company 
with a common Piſtol, ſome Power, and a real 
Lead Ball to load. The Conjurer then, at the 


Diſtance of ſix Yards, deſires the Perſon to cock 
E the 


LE — — —— 2 
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the Piſtol, and diſcharge it at him, who holds a 
Knife immediately, directed to the Mouth of the 


Piſtol, and thus catches the Ball on the Point of 


EXPLANATIO'N. 


I The Stratagem in the latter End of Experiment 
the Fifth, is alſo uſed in the above, in which a 
Ball is fixed inſtead of a Nail, excepting that the 
Conjurer has a double bladed Knife; on one of 
which Blades is previouſly fixed a Ball, which is 
concealed by his Hand; and the Moment the Piſtol 
is fired, this Ball is expoſed to ttt Obſervance of 
the Audience, as if inſtantaneouſly caught from 
the ſaid Piſtol's Diſcharge. This Fineſſe has been 
happily practiſed by Mr. A/ley, in the Year 1762, 
during the late War in Germany, where two of 
his Comrades having ſome Difference, they agreed 
to decide it by a Duel, in which he was choſen as 
one of the Seconds. Being aſſured of the Courage 
of the two Antagoniſts, he deviſed this Method to 
preſerve either or both of them from being killed or 
wounded, He, therefore, cauſed a Tin Tube to be 
made for each Piſtol, exactly correſponding with 
the Circumference of their Barrels. Each of theſe 
Tubes being depoſited unperceived in each Piſtol, 
upon a Charge of Powder only, the Ball was next 

| put 


PHYSICAL AMUSEMENTS REVEALED, 45 


put in, before the Combatants, and, thus charged, 
the Piſtols were preſented to them, while they took 
Care in giving the Piſtols, to elevate them enough 
for the J ube and the Ball to ſlide down unperceived 


into the Hands of the Seconds. In this Manner 
theſe Dueliſts were deceived, and prevented from 
doing the leaſt Injury to each other, while they 
very bravely diſcharged three Caſes before they 
could be prevailed upon to give up the Conteſt. 
Thus did Mr. Aly happily preſerve, moſt pro- 
bably, the Life of one or both of his Friends, 
without ever acquainting them to what Means 
they were ſo much indebted for their Preſervation, 


This little Anecdote is related merely as an Ex- 
planation of the curious Experiment. 


